The Bloody Assize
From June to September Gates was preparing his
celebrated True Narrative of the Horrid Plot. It is a
stupendous farrago of lies, romance and gossip, but it had
that basis of truth in it that made it a warning to English-
men that their country was in danger. The King was first
approached separately with a caution that his life was in
danger. As the King, since the secret Treaty of Dover,
was himself actor, art and part in a real plot, he made light
of the warning of other plots. Obviously Charles II. was
the last man in the country who wanted any enquiry into
the business of plots and conspirations.
It was on September 6th that Titus Gates and Israel
Tonge visited Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey, the magistrate,
and in a long deposition Titus Gates swore that he had
evidence to produce that went to prove a plot to kill the
King and place the Duke of York on the throne, and to
substitute a Roman Catholic Ministry for that in. existence,
to the end that they might establish their religion through-
out the country.
By going before a magistrate and swearing to his story,
Titus Gates had made it impossible for the Court party
to refuse to take up the challenge. The King could not
ignore the charges against the Catholics, and the Council
could not for long delay the investigation of the matters
laid before them. From that moment war was inevitable.
There was bound to be a fight to the finish between Catholics
and Protestants, between Whigs and Tories, a fight for
liberty and freedom from foreign political and religious
interference with English concerns. Ruffian and liar as he
was, Titus Gates had a fighting instinct and a certain hardi-
hood or even bravery in risking his life in a battle with, the
principalities and powers of the world, seeing that he had
only the support of the ragged battalions of the vulgar mob
of dissenters, and had no certainty that the trained troops
of the Whigs would march to his assistance*                  , ' *
I confess to an admiration of the audacity of the man,
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